o mously reduced

then appointed to do things to

N commercin! subjects. (The members
of this committee can be learned
from the procesdings of the board).
This’ committes recommended the ¢x-
clusive adoptivn of &4 set of book-
eping texts published by Lyons &
rmation, successors 10 Lyons &

0.
The onuly recommendation from
auy one connected with the educa-
tlonal activities of the schools was
Rt of the recently elected super-
g of Sommercia! subjects (Bach-

| -" ). a tencher of shorthand he

! s mood, but by his
owr mznent he Is not & bookkeep-
' and has slight, if any, Enowledge

Bl acaounting, The supervisor as-
slgned for his reason for the adop-
tlon the fact that the book “was al-
ready In wse in a majority of the
gchools.” To be exact, five out of
the sightesn,

The text thus adopted for the finst
year work came in as a brand-new
book Just off the prese.  In fact, how-
ever, It was the name and the price
that constituted most of the new-
ness. Nearly all the matter, includg-
ing the serious faults contaiped In
the old book that was discredited hy
the teachers u few years before,
came# back vnder a new name, but
for that no less objpotionable,

But this is what the taxpayer will
be interested In: The cost to the
student for the first year autfit wis,
under Lhie old title §1.85. Now under
the new title, claimed and represent-
od as & brand-new book, with added
maiter that costs Jess than 156 cents,
the cost as firit adopted by the
board during the summer was §2.70,
which price the publishers magnani-
(o tho student to

$251. Hax the cost of living caused
this increass of 08 cents in the price
each student must pay for his book?
_ This Is one of the very few in-
siances where lext books bave bean

adopted without the teachers using
them, or & vommittes of prineipals,
or the superintendent of schools in-
dorsing their sufficiency for the
work.

The entire comniities knew a ma-
jority of the teachers considered the
Lyon book s unfit to teach book-
keeping from, as is the Euglish text
unfitted to teach Englivh from. Its
adogtion was a very suspicious pro-
ceeding.

Is an article on page 4 of the Rece-
ord-Herald of March 18, 1914, writ-
len by an expert on commercial text
books, oevurs this parngraph régand-
ing the Lyons text on bookkeeping:

“But whoever is responsible for
the recent exclusive adoption made
of an Inferior text book, ridiculous
in Its pretentions, of a patchwork
charpcter, 8lled with crudities and
absurdities and llogical in treatment,
has placed a very serious handicap
upon the study of this subject. As
an additional diecouragement to Lhe
pureuit of 1his subject, according to
rumaor, it m‘ﬂrxpmzd by the com-
mittee on revision courses o re-
duce the credit for this subject to
Jess than that of shorthand and type-
writing, What u spectacle does this
phabby treatment of commercial ed-
ueation In Chicago, second (o New
York only in population, but not so
in commercial importance, presant
i oomparison with many of the
emaller cities of the country,”

I'm told that Lyons’ head man toglk
the article quated above to n poted
Chicago expert accountant and asked
him what answer to moke to the
churges. The pccountant replied:
"There is no answer. Every word ls
wue.'—Elizabsth A, De Veldo.

CREEK PUNISHMENT.—In judg-
ing the egregious Mr, Mogn, who re-
proves small boys with deadly mis-
siles, you must bear in mind that In
his country such’ triffes are lightly
coneldered.

A well-known Ureek bootmaker of
Cairo, Egypl, missing somo small ar-




